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HOUSE BI LL 2850

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Rolfes, Upthegrove, WIIlianms, Pedersen, and Hunt

Read first time 01/16/08. Referred to Commttee on Ecol ogy & Parks.

AN ACT Relating to Puget Sound scientific research; and anendi ng
RCW 90. 71. 110 and 90. 71. 280.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW90.71.110 and 2007 ¢ 345 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

The Puget Sound scientific research account is created in the state
treasury. Al gifts, grants, federal noneys, or appropriations nmade to
t he account nust be deposited into the account. Moneys in the account
may be spent only after appropriation. Expendi tures fromthe account
may be used only for research prograns and projects sel ected pursuant
to ((seet+on2ofthis—aet)) the process devel oped and overseen by the
Puget Sound science panel as provided in RCW90.71.280(1)(c).

Sec. 2. RCW90.71.280 and 2007 ¢ 341 s 10 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) The panel shall:

(a) Assist the council, board, and executive director in carrying
out the obligations of the partnership, including preparing and
updating the action agenda;
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(b) As provided in RCW 90.71.290, assist the partnership in
devel opi ng an ecosystem | evel strategic science programthat:

(i) Addresses nonitoring, nodeling, data managenent, and research
and

(i1) ldentifies science gaps and reconmends research priorities;

(c) Develop and provide oversight of a conpetitive peer-revi ewed
process for soliciting, strategically prioritizing, and funding
research and nodel i ng projects;

(d) Develop and inplenent an appropriate process for peer review of

nonitoring, research, and nodeling conducted as part of the strategic
Sci ence program

(e) Provide input to the executive director in devel opi ng bienni al
i npl enent ati on strategies; and

((€e))) (f) Ofer an ecosystemw de perspective on the science work
bei ng conducted in Puget Sound and by the partnership.

(2) The panel should collaborate with other scientific groups and
consult other scientists in conducting its work. To the maxi num extent
possi bl e, the panel should seek to integrate the state-sponsored Puget
Sound science program with the Puget Sound science activities of

federal agencies, including working toward an integrated research
agenda and Puget Sound science work plan.
(3) By July 31, 2008, the panel shall identify environnental

indicators neasuring the health of Puget Sound, and recomrend
envi ronnent al benchmarks that need to be achieved to neet the goal s of
the action agenda. The council shall confer with the panel on
i ncorporating the indicators and benchmarks into the action agenda.

~-- END ---
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